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Consent for Establishment (CFE)

Consent for Establishment enquiries for the planning and establishment stage of an
industrial project.
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Whats CTE?

Consent to Establish (CTE) isa ) Before construction or installation o Apphcatxf)ﬂn in prescribed format

prior environmental approval of any industry, process or project. (online/offline as per SPCB). pollution
issued by the State Pollution @ For new units. (V] PPJEC‘ report / DF‘_R State OBU d
Control Board (SPCB) to set up @ For expansion or capacity enhancement @ Ssite plan and location map. _ Control Boar G
a new industrial project or to of an existing unit. @ Manufacturing process details. -

expand/modify an existing unit. @ For change in product or process @ Details of raw materials, products and

that may increase pollution load. projected pollution control measures.

" 7
E{ ; s, ™, = - Benefits of CTE

'° ~ Q & Ensures early environmental compliance.
Process 1. Apply Onli 2 ol " ” @ Helps in planned and sustainable project setup.
. Apply Online . Scrutiny 3. Site Ir ctil 4. Ex ion & 5. Grant i i iolat :
(Generally) onSPCBPortal  of Application  (by SPCB Officials) Decision CTE . :uv?m":s Q"Th’l?mmilfﬁ?ﬁﬁif"ﬁm
(State specific) & Documents) (With Conditions) ° (Conser:tgw Oprgrate - CTO). e

CTE is the first step in environmental clearance from SPCB,
ensuring that the proposed project is environmentally sustainable.

O,

Consent for Establishment (CFE), also referred to as Consent to Establish (CTE), is a No Objection
Certificate accorded to industries that control the release of air emissions, wastewater, and noise
levels from their industrial activities. It is a mandatory requirement for businesses, projects, and
facilities that have the potential to cause environmental pollution.
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The issuance of this document, also known as a No Objection Certificate (NOC), is the responsibility of
the State Pollution Control Board (SPCB) or Pollution Control Committee (PCC). The SPCB/PCC is
authorised by the Water and Air Act to regulate such establishments within their jurisdiction. They
categorise the NOCs into three types: red, orange, and green.

Although some states have a list of exempted activities, informing the concerned Board by applying
is still necessary. Entrepreneurs must apply for Consent for Establishment (CFE) and provide all the
relevant documents before establishing their facility. Once the construction and setup of the unit are
completed, they will require final Consent to Operate (CTO) to begin operations.

Procedure for Getting Consent for Establishment

' @ Procedure for Getting "N
_ Consent for Establishment (CFE) ]
QEHS AT ONE PLACE

from SPCB & —
| What is CFE?

'g‘ Step-by-Step Procedure to Obtain CFE .

Consent for o @ 9 o 9 0
Establishment (CFE) i =) - e A CFE
is the prior approval SPCB — — W [.- -
CFE | fomthe state Polistin| | L3 —L_,‘ = 1) s A= o
o == || Control Board (SPCB) —— .
v to set up a new project Registeron §) Submit €  Upload (> ] Pay © site Inspectlon © oGrant °f CFE
T or expansion of an SPCB Portal CFE Application Documents Prescribed Fee (by SPC| On satisfactory
v existing unit. Create user ID and Fill in the application Upload the required Pay the applicable SPCB cﬂ"c:als may compliance, SPCB
login on the for Consent for documents (project CFE processing fee conduct a site visit issues the Consent
respective SPCB Establishment (CFE) report, site plan, ete.) online (as per the to verify project for Establishment
online portal. with project details. as per SPCB checklist. category of industry). details and pollution (CFE) with

control measures. conditions.

Key Documents Required

Apphcatlon in prescribed format (online)

Project report / Detailed Project Report (DPR)

Site plan with location details (GIS/coordinates)
Process flow diagram and raw material details
Proposed pollution control measures (Air, Water, Waste)
Land ownership / lease documents

Other documents as specified by the respective SPCB

00000 o0o (I

Submission of CFE Application

Document Scrutiny and Submission

Issuance of ullution NOC

_’ Note: The exact procedure, fee and timeline may vary from state to state as per the respective SPCB guidelines.

Indicative Timeline

(&) outcome 4

Permission to establish the project/unit.

Generally ‘ : : _
30 - 60 Days* CFE @ Validfor aspecified period (as mentioned by SPCB).
M by State and — (V] Contains conditions for pollution control and

ay vary by State a . -
industry category) _’o‘ compliance.

The application for Consent for Establishment (CFE) is submitted online
or, in some cases, offline to the regional office. Along with the
application, all necessary documents must be provided. If the
application is made onling, it can be submitted on the respective
Board's OCMMS portal, along with the required fee.

After the application is received, all applications (online/offline) are
examined, and the documents are scrutinised. In the case of Green
Category industries, the regional office scrutinises the application.

Once the scrutiny and/or initial inspection report (in case of a site visit)
are completed, the application is forwarded to the approving authority.
The entire processing time for a final decision typically takes around 120
days from receiving a complete application. A provisional Consent to
Establish (CTE) will be issued in most cases.

Note: Obtaining Consent for Establishment (CFE) from the State Pollution Control Board or renewing it
does not exempt the units from any actions or penalties by the Pollution Board...
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Documents Required for Consent for Establishment (CFE)

@ Documents Required for 2 W“ i ’ﬁg
1k & Consent for Establishment (CFE) 2 g e ._

QEHS AT ONE PLACE from SPCB ﬂ

What is CFE? G List of Documents Required for CFE Appllcatlon
~
£ Detailed Proj Site Plan / Process Flow Diagram
a gqu :;Izdﬁcﬂiﬁﬂ Report (DPRj}eﬂ o L??tlionlamp showing ra;:’narerials,
) R mEmy S anar T

Consent for

DOCUMENTS

Establishment —— Details of Water Balance & Air Emission Effluent Generation

(CFE) is the prior —| RawMateriais, Water Consumption Details C\ & Treatment Plan CHECKLIST
approval from the ) Podic Ay gty 2, Detalls e m (type, quantity & control (ETP/STP details,

State Pollution e s (s0urce, usage & discharge) measures) === ifapplicable)

Control Board

(SPCB) to set up [ Solid / Hazard Land D Environment 3

a new project or Waste Management _— (Land tite/lease deed, Management Plan (EMP)

expansion of an Plan TRy tudyam.rssr.rmn (with pmposed

existing unit. f;:;‘;:tsgl\e:l,:é.o;)ge ! ) cofr:f::‘;uﬁp deed)’ measums)

~y Note: The exact list of documents
~ may vary by State and industry category
=  as per SPCB guidelines.

A—ts h Q MSI/SSI/Udyam Registration (if applicable) o Any other documents specified by
Bl Add'tlol'.‘alb?ocumems @ Noc from Local Authority / Industries Department the respective SPCB
(as applicable) (if required by the State SPCB)

Duly filled CFE/CTE application

Proof of ownership/lease/rent agreement for the premises
Site plan/layout plan of the premises

Project details, including information on raw materials, product description, and capital cost of the
unit (e.g., land, machinery, building)

Proposed pollution control measures

Machinery and equipment details to be installed

NOC from the local body

NOC from the fire department

Payment of the prescribed fee

Any additional documents required by the specific state or Union Territory
Water balance in the region, water source, and required quantity

MOA (Memorandum of Association)/Partnership Deed

CTE fee

Signed undertaking

Note: The list of required documents may vary based on the specific regulations and requirements of
each state or Union Territory...

Validity of Consent for Establishment (CFE)

Category of Industry/Project Validity Period

Micro and Small-scale green category project 3-5 years (depending upon the Pollution Control
Board)

Medium and Large-Scale Green category projects Maximum of 5 years
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Extension/Renewal of Consent for Establishment (CFE)

If the unit or project is not completed before the expiration of the Consent to Establish (CTE), the
applicant has the option to apply for an extension or renewal of the CTE...

The Advantages of Consent for Establishment (CFE)

V O L e
MLC Al

Consent for Establishment (CFE) r

from SPCB &
b

QEHS AT ONE PLACE

A o Sk kax N
Environment Protection
Ensures that the project is planned

with adequate pollution control
measures from the beginning.

Regulatory Compliance

Fulfills the statutory requirement | \b
under the Air & Water Acts ~o
(through SPCB).

Legal & Smooth Project Setup

Allows you to establish the project /
industry at the proposed site

Builds Business Credibility
Shows your commitment to
environmental responsibility,

which builds trust with authorities,
investors and stakeholders.

Consent for
Establishment

Enables Future Clearances

without legal hurdles. \
A basic requirement for obtaining
Consent to Operate (CTO), expansion,

Avoids Penalties -~
Helps prevent notices, fines
and closure orders for ’ : TPy
non-compliance. ;;g?gl\gl:nhancemem or modification

~, Q“:
. CFE provides a legally compliant, environmentally responsible -
/ Overall Advantage: ‘ and sustainable foundation for your industrial project. : e o -
|~

-

Regulatory Compliance

CFE guarantees that the industrial facility complies with environmental
regulations...

Sustainable Development CFE promotes sustainable development...

Health and Safety CFE ensures that the industrial facility does not pose any health or

safety risks...

Positive Reputation Obtaining CFE demonstrates the establishment's commitment...

Access to Financing Some financial institutions require CFE as a prerequisite...
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How Can MLC Assist You?

" Q@
MLC Getting CFE from SPCB ﬂ| fi

QEHS AT ONE PLACE i 7: i - X -
¥ Regulatory Gundance x .:
Why Choose MLC’

Understand applicable
SPCB requirements for
e®¢ | Experienced
a@A» | QEHS Team

your project. S
| End-to-End
@ CFE Support

= ‘ Timely
= Follow-up

=% | Accurate
=@ Documentation

Appllcatlon Preparatlon \
Assist in preparing and
submitting the CFE application
in the prescribed format.

~Consent for

% Establishment

Documentation Support "\

Compile required documents

(e.g., DPR, site plan, process flow,
polluhon control details). J

SPCB Coordination ™\
Liaison with SPCB, respond to
queries and support durin 3
swe inspection (if requlre ). S
Follow-up & Approval ™,
Track application status and
address SPCB observations

for timely grant of CFE. S . -

End-to-End Assistance

With over 10 years of experience in licensing and compliance domains...

Expert Legal Guidance

MLC offers comprehensive support for Consent for Establishment...

Best-in-Class Client Support

Our dedicated support team will inform our clients about the latest guidelines...

Frequently Asked Questions

Q. How to get consent to establishment from PCB?

To obtain consent to establish and operate, individuals or entities must apply to the appropriate State
Pollution Control Board. This application should be accompanied by the necessary documents and
scrutiny fees. The submission is typically made through the online portal provided by the State
Pollution Control Board.

Q. What is the process of consent to establishment?

The procedure for acquiring consent to establish and operate requires applying, along with the
necessary documents and scrutiny fees, to the relevant State Pollution Control Board. This application
is typically completed through the State Pollution Control Board's online portal.

Q. How do | get consent to establish and operate for an industry?

The process consists of the following stages: Application for Consent for Establishment (CFE),
Document Submission, and Issuance of Pollution NOC.

Q. What is the validity for CTE/CFE?

The State Board will issue consent to establish (CTE/CFE) for a period of 3/5 years.
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Q. What is the meaning of consent to establish?

Consent to Establish/Consent to Operate Certificate refers to the authorization granted by the
regulatory authority of the Board. This authorization allows for the discharge of effluent (sewage or
trade effluent) into a stream, well, sewer, or land, as well as the emission of air pollutants into the
atmosphere.

Q. Which is the correct sequence to obtain consent to establish?

Once the Consent to Establish has been obtained, the project proponent must apply for Consent to
Operate approximately one month before commencing operations, which can be made after fulfilling
all the conditions specified in the Consent to Establish.

Q. What is the consent to establish under the Water Act, 1974?

It is the approval granted by the regulatory authority of the Board for releasing effluent, such as
sewage or trade effluent, into a stream, well, or sewer.

Q. What does consent type CTO mean?

Consent to Operate (CTO) Certificate is the No Objection Certificate (NOC) issued by the Pollution
Control Board of the respective state. It allows businesses to commence operations after obtaining
Consent to Establish (CTE).

Useful details to share when you enquire

Business activity, site location and ownership details
Existing applications, permissions and supporting records

The registration or approval you need to discuss

TALK TO MLC
+91 77269 32023 - +91 99498 45759 | info@mlcgehs.com

H. No. 06-096/7/5, Manikya Nagar, Chintal, Quthbullapur, Medchal (Malkajgiri), Hyderabad, Telangana - 500054, India

Generated 22 Oct 2026 - micgehs.com Page 6



