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STATUTORY COMPLIANCE · 10

Fire NOC
Support enquiries relating to fire-authority approvals and the fire-safety arrangements
of a premises.

Overview of Fire NOC

Fire NOC is required for industries, residential buildings, educational buildings and high-risk buildings.
The NOC is meant to ensure that safety and construction specifications mandated by the state for
specific establishments are followed during the construction and all fire safety devices are installed.
Many states have their own Fire Service Acts.
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Fire NOCs must be obtained for setting up new industries/establishments for carrying out
business/manufacturing and storing dangerous, hazardous, flammable, explosive items in the
factory premises where the units are housed. The National Building Code of India covers detailed
construction, maintenance and fire safety guidelines.

It is published by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), and it was a recommendatory document. After
new guidelines were issued to the States to incorporate the recommendations of the National
Building Code (NBC) into their local building bylaws, the recommendations of NBC of India was made
a mandatory requirement.

BIS also issued advisories in 2017 to all the State Governments to incorporate and implement the
National Building Code of India 2016 Part – IV, "Fire & Life Safety", in their building bye-laws.

Types of Fire NOC Certificate

Provisional Certificate: A provisional Fire NOC certificate is issued before the actual construction of the
project starts. A provisional certificate ensures that the construction plan follows all rules made by the
fire department.

Final Certificate: This certificate is issued before the occupancy certificate. The NOC department
ensures that all the conditions in provisional NOC are fulfilled and all firefighting devices are in place
and then only a final Fire NOC is issued.
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Structures for which Fire NOC Certificate is required

Fire Certificate will be required from the respective fire department for the following :

• Industrial Establishments
• Hospitals
• Corporate Buildings
• Multiplex and Malls
• Mercantile Business
• Assembly Buildings
• Hotels
• Educational Institutes
• Telephone Exchange
• Custodial Organizations
• Storage Structures with High Dangers
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Terminology related to Fire NOC
Automatic Fire Detection and Alarm
System

System with the capacity to automatically detect fire.

Combustible Material Materials which either are combustible or add heat to fire.

Fire Door A fire resistive door approved for openings in fire separation.

Fire Lift The lift that is installed to enable fire service personnel to reach
different floors.

Fire Load Calorific energy of the entire contents contained in space, including
facings of walls, partitions, floors, and ceilings.

Fire Load Density It is the fire load divided by the floor’s area.

Fire Resistance Rating Time through which a material will withstand the standard fire
exposure.

Fire Separation Distance measured from the external wall of a building to the external
wall of another building on its side.

Fire Stop A fire-resistant material or construction with a fire-resistant rating of
fire separating elements installed in concealed spaces to prevent
spreading.

Emergency Lightening Backup lighting for use when the supply to normal power fails.

Means of Egress An unobstructed and continuous way of travel from any point in a
building to a place of comparative safety.

Stack Pressure Pressure difference due to temperature difference creates air
movement within a duct chimney or enclosure.

Venting Fire The process of inducing heat and smoke to leave a building quickly to
check the lateral spread of fire and heat.

Wet Riser An arrangement of firefighting within the building that uses vertical
rising mains not less than 100 mm nominal diameters with landing
valves on each floor.
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Documents required for Fire NOC Certificate

Specific documents that are required to be submitted to the fire department along with the form to
obtain the certificate of Fire NOC :

• Two copies of building plans.
• Key Plan
• Floor Plan
• Floor-wise Fire Fighting Plan
• All Fire Fighting Plan
• Front Elevation
• Side Elevation
• Typical Floor Plan
• Site Plan
• Floor-Wise Plan
• Project Report
• The certificate of building stability
• Architecture checklist certificate
• Address Proof
• The photograph of the building from outside
• Electronic wiring certificate from a recognized agency
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Stages in Fire NOC Application
After receiving the application with the above documents, the request is forwarded to the Chief
Officer of the Fire Services Department who inspects the site regarding incorporating all the
firefighting and related devices and submits an inspection report to the concerned authority of the
department, which issues the No Objection Certificate. The detailed process is given in the table
below.

Filing NOC Application and
Document Submission

Site Inspection Issuance of Licence

To obtain a fire NOC, the applicant
can apply through the official
website of the relevant state's fire
service department or in offline
mode by filling out the Fire NOC
form along with all requisite
documents.

The inspecting inspector visits the
premise and verifies if safety
equipment is installed along with
the arrangement for Fire Safety like
smoke alarms, fire escape route
etc. The applicant will be asked to
do the same if the application
requires clarification.

Only after successfully completing
all formalities, safety measures and
resolution of queries, the NOC will
be issued. The time taken to obtain
the Fire NOC is 15 days to 30 days.

Category-wise details of site Inspection, Review and Grant of NOC

The following table gives the details of the Inspection officer and Reviewing Officer and the Fire NOC
issuing authorities as per the category of the building

For Commercial
Buildings

Building Category Condition Inspecting Officer Reviewing Officer NOC Issuing Officer
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For Commercial
Buildings

D-6 Building -
having mixed
occupancies of
assembly and
mercantile

- FSO/CFO DD JD

G-1 Building used for
low hazard
industries

Less than 18 meter FSO CFO CFO

G-2 Building used
for moderate
hazard industry

Less than 18 meter FSO CFO DD

G-3 Building used
for high hazard
industries

Less than 15 meter FSO/CFO DD JD

For Commercial
Buildings

Building Category Condition Inspecting Officer Reviewing Officer NOC Issuing Officer

A-4 Apartment
Houses

Less than 15 m FSO CFP CFO

15 to 60 m FSO CFO CFO

60 to 100 m FSO CFO DD

More than 100 m FSO/CFO DD JD

A-5 Hotels Up to 30 m FSO CFO CFO

More than 30 m FSO CFO DD

A-6 Starred Hotels — FSO CFO DD

How will MLC Assist You?
Legalities concerning your Business and the Environment
We provide one-stop support for your legal requirements concerning Fire NOC and other Licences
and permits required by your Business.

Expert advice all along the way
We ensure that our client business complies with every regulation and guideline by keeping track of
regulatory changes and informing our clients of the needed actions.

Precise and Swift Assistance
MLC experts ensure that our clients' queries are resolved swiftly and their interactions with our
executives are precise and hassle-free.
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FAQ
Q. Which buildings need a Fire NOC?
A Fire NOC is required for industrial establishments, hospitals, corporate buildings, malls and
multiplexes, mercantile and assembly buildings, hotels, educational institutes, telephone exchanges,
custodial organisations and high-hazard storage structures.

Q. What is the difference between a provisional and a final Fire NOC?
A provisional certificate is issued before construction starts, to confirm the plan follows fire
department rules. The final certificate is issued before the occupancy certificate, once all conditions
are met and firefighting devices are in place.

Q. What documents are needed for a Fire NOC?
Key documents include building plans (key, floor, firefighting, elevation and site plans), the project
report, a building stability certificate, an architecture checklist certificate, address proof, a
photograph of the building and an electrical wiring certificate from a recognised agency.

Q. How long does it take to get a Fire NOC?
Once all formalities, safety measures and queries are completed, the Fire NOC is typically issued in 15
to 30 days.

Q. What happens during the Fire NOC inspection?
The inspecting officer visits the premises to verify that safety equipment, smoke alarms, fire escape
routes and other fire-safety arrangements are in place, and reports to the authority that issues the
NOC.

Q. Is the National Building Code mandatory for fire safety?
Yes. States were directed to incorporate the National Building Code of India 2016 Part IV, Fire and Life
Safety, into their building bye-laws, making its recommendations mandatory.

Q. Who needs a Fire NOC?
Industries, residential, educational and high-risk buildings — including hospitals, corporate buildings,
malls, hotels, assembly buildings and storage structures with high dangers. It is also required to set
up new establishments that store hazardous, flammable or explosive items.

Q. What documents are required for a Fire NOC?
Two copies of building plans (key, floor, fire-fighting, elevation and site plans), a project report, a
building stability certificate, an architecture checklist certificate, address proof, a photograph of the
building and an electrical wiring certificate from a recognised agency.

Q. Can a Fire NOC be applied for online?
Yes. Apply through the official website of the state's fire service department, or offline with the Fire
NOC form and the required documents.

Useful details to share when you enquire
• Business activity, site location and ownership details
• Existing applications, permissions and supporting records
• The registration or approval you need to discuss
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TALK TO MLC

+91 77269 32023 · +91 99498 45759 | info@mlcqehs.com

H. No. 06-096/7/5, Manikya Nagar, Chintal, Quthbullapur, Medchal (Malkajgiri), Hyderabad, Telangana – 500054, India


